LIGHT   FROM   THE   EAST
AUGUSTINE had a private school of rhetoric during the few months of his stay at Rome. He lived with a Manichean friend at first, and contracted a dangerous fever at his house. He then seems to have taken a house of his own, and announced classes of rhetoric for private students. In the golden age a private professor of rhetoric sometimes made a large fortune at Rome. Remniius Palaumon made 400,000 sesterces a year ; whilst less gifted teachers starved in their attics. In the fourth century the teaching of rhetoric was chiefly confined to the public schools on the Capitol, where thirty masters formed a kind of university, to which youths were sent from all parts of the empire. Vespasian had begun the practice of the State payment of teachers—allowing rhetoricians 100,000 sesterces per year; Alexander Severus had founded a number of scholarships ; and Constantino the Church; paganism he never deigns to mention. He preferred to remain a nominalI thought I was committing no sin.' He was
